
 UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 

 NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA 

 
 COURTROOM ATTIRE AND CONDUCT 
 

1.  Always be punctual.  If you have a conflict, comply with Alabama Supreme Court Order 

regarding conflicts. 

 

2.  Dress appropriately: Male Attorneys - Suit and Tie or Dress Pants, Coat and Tie 

Female Attorneys - Suit, Dress With Long Sleeves or Jacket 

(Avoid sleeveless, Low Cut Tops, Capri Pants and Short Skirts) 

 

Debtors, Litigants & Witnesses - Shirts With Sleeves and Collars, 

Long Pants, Skirts or Dresses with Sleeves (None of the following 

are appropriate: Shorts, Capri Pants, T-Shirts, Tank or Muscle 

Tops, Jeans, Flip Flops) 

 

3.  Stand when the Judge enters and exits the Courtroom. 

 

4.  Identify yourself for the record and state the name of your client. 

 

5.  Refrain from reading a newspaper if you sit inside the Bar of the Courtroom. 

 

6.  Counsel are responsible for advising their clients and witnesses as to the proper Courtroom 

behavior and attire. 

 

7.  Any contact with the Court regarding hearings should be with the Courtroom Deputy and not 

with the Law Clerk. 

 

8.  During a trial or a hearing: 

  

 Address others by title and surname 

 Stand when addressing the Court unless otherwise instructed or approved 

 Request permission to approach either the witness or the Bench 

 After providing exhibit to witness, return to podium, do not hover over the witness 

 Hand exhibits to the Courtroom Deputy  

 

9.  All cell phones or other devices must be off or silent. 

 

10.  All settlement negotiations or other discussions should take place in the hall and outside the 

Courtroom. 


